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Let the hands fast,
y being free of avarice and greed

St. John
Chrysostom on

Let the feet fast,
by ceasing to run after sin

“True Fagting”

Let the eyes fast,
by disciplining them not to glare at
that which is sinful

Let the ear fast,
* ~by not listening to evil talk and gossip

.

—

-
Let the mouth fast,
from foul words and unjust criticism
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Lord Jesus was often surrounded by a group of people. These groups
were of chosen disciples, pharisees and common people. Here in this
passage, it is evident that a lot of people gathered at the house when
He “returned” to Capernaum. But the account in this passage
interestingly sketches out a “community” out of a crowd. At a glance,
the whole crowd had gathered at one place with the knowledge of
Jesus’ works earlier done in Capernaum. The knowledge about Jesus
did strike their choice of witnessing Christ’s teachings and works, but
some of them often failed to convert those interventions into a
meaningful introspection. The “return” of Jesus was effectively chosen
by a group of people to create a “Community of God”. What then, is an
essential in making God’s community?

Reflections
1. Become a catalyst of faith for vulnerable lives!

Matter in this created world exists in ‘dependency’ to other.
Nothingness or nihility or vacuum is now a laboratory condition on
earth. Even, the state of vacuum is dependent on its extremities of
matter. A sapling grows with its roots in soil, its budding branches in air.
One matter is dependent to another. Likewise, human creation is a
microcosm of the cosmic creation, which is dependent to each other
for the balance of this nature. The paralysed man was presumably
leading life in two conditions- a life devoid of hope and an exigent life
urging utter dependency. A great crowd gathered at that place (house)
to hear the ‘Word of God’, but there were certain men who improvised
hearing with an act of faith and social responsibility. Here, healing is
evident in a community comprising of a dependent sick man, a faithful
neighborhood and the Heavenly Healer. What is uncommon from other
healing episodes is, the presence and works of faithful neighborhood.
“Some men came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of
them. Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they
made an opening in the roof above Jesus by digging through it and then
lowered the mat the man was lying on. When Jesus saw their faith, he
said to the paralyzed man- son, your sins are forgiven” (Mark 2:5).

Today, a group of people can create N number of communities. But
to become or begin a community of God, every member must
experience the conversion of choice into contemplation, through the
furnace of faith. The “choice” is the account of things we attend with
our senses (or logic). The conversion to “contemplation” is the privileged
state of “faith adoring the mystery”. Meanwhile, faith is the ultimate
reliance and freedom in cherishing God’s favors without any filters.
Today, Christianity — “the Universal Community of God” is affected either
ways with the inception of some sophisticated filters. Filters of
denominations, doctrines, class, status, ethnicity, complexion and lot
more. A Church or “Community of God” by nature is inclusive (on the
grounds of Christ’s Teachings and Apostolic Traditions). One of the
essentials which make it inclusive is “faith” and faithful neighborhood.
As the Holy Trinity is dependently functional, God’s community is also

Vol. 06 No. 09

pelme GonOmenuadm manlmonl me &

ORTHODOX

“Faith : An Essential in the Making of God’s Community”
(Healing the Paralytic : Third Sunday of the Great Lent)

Mark 2:1-12
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functlonal with the dependency of the creation. It delineates the beauty
of God’s love manifesting in the upbuilding of each other through works
of faith. It alienates selfishness and constructs the Christian fellowship

of the “image bearers”.

Another important aspect we ought to understand is the palsy which
weaken our fellow members and the community as well. Out there
might be several disuniting forces or ways which affect our faithful to
be challenged and lose the privilege of choice once made (lived). Here,
we do have a role of faithful neighborhood in empathizing and
shouldering the victims affected in soul, to lead them to the Heavenly
Healer. Before that, we ourselves must have converted our choice of
logic (Jesus returning to Capernaum) into contemplation (faith as true
reliance and freedom in Christ). Christian life thus, is a call to become a
faithful neighborhood, who walking in faith, precipitate and lead others
to the faith. Let us ask ourselves-

Is my Christian life limited in going to Church and just ‘hearing’ the
Word of God?

Am | a faithful neighborhood who stimulates hope and faith in those
deprived of it?

Am | aware of the dependencies centered to me or ignoring them
because of self-sufficiency?

Conclusion

Apostle Paul reminds us — “Do nothing from selfish ambition or
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each
of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others”
(Philippians 2:3,4). God’s community is built-up with an essential called
faith. This faith is uniting and beautifies the dependency of God’s
creation to each other. We all reflect the same God’s image in our souls.
It is our spiritual responsibility to be concerned of the palsies affecting
our Community and become a faithful neighborhood to those desolate
of hope. Let our shoulders not just raise coffins, rather in time the
vulnerable lives as well. May God bless us all. 0
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